How a Civil Funeral fits comfortably between a religious and a secular ceremony incorporating parts of both if required.
Service taken by a member of clergy from a particular faith.  Such services normally follow the accepted liturgy of the faith in question.
Ceremony prepared and presented by a professional Civil Funeral Celebrant. These ceremonies reflect the exact needs of the bereaved family and can include hymns and prayers if required.

Funeral taken by an officiant of the British Humanist Association. Such funerals are entirely secular and will not include hymns or prayers.
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CIVIL FUNERAL CEREMONIES
What are they and how can they support the needs of your bereaved client?
A Funeral Directors guide to Civil Funeral Ceremonies provided and conducted by members of The Institute of Civil Funerals
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As an established professional in the funeral industry you will be acutely aware that the needs of the bereaved are constantly changing and that, for many, the traditional funeral service offered by the church sometimes does not provide the relevant emotional support some families need to help them through the grieving process.

There is, of course, always a Humanist funeral but sometimes this type of ceremony does not fully address the needs of the bereaved family either.

Both traditional religious services, and those offered by the British Humanist Association, make a similar presumption. That the deceased, or their family, either has a belief in God or, conversely in the case of Humanism, that God does not exist.

So what do you offer a client who feels uncomfortable with the idea of the attendance of a priest at the funeral or who likes the idea of a funeral based around a personal tribute but who would also like to include a hymn, or a prayer or perhaps a bible reading?

The answer is a simple one.  What your client may well be looking for is a Civil Funeral Ceremony.

Unlike those provided by the church or the British Humanist Association, Civil Funerals are not constrained by pre-determined religious liturgy or atheist dogma. We offer ceremonies which truly reflect not only the values and beliefs of the person who has died, be these religious or not, but which can also be adapted to address the individual needs of each bereaved family thus providing them with the opportunity to say goodbye in whatever way is appropriate for them.

We recognise that no two families are the same and therefore no two funerals can be the same either.

Each member of the Institute has been professionally trained and is experienced in writing and delivering funeral ceremonies.  They will meet with your client at their home and together they will create a funeral ceremony that is as individual as the deceased themselves.  Their work is regularly assessed and evaluated by the Institute of Civil Funerals to ensure high standards of tribute writing and presentation are maintained therefore guaranteeing your client the highest level of service.

Such ceremonies can be totally without religious content or can include hymns, prayers and scripture readings if this is what is required.  With the help of the celebrant your client will have complete freedom of choice to create the funeral they would like. A Civil Funeral ceremony will provide your client with a sense of ownership of the occasion which we think is important in helping them come to terms with their loss.

The charges made by celebrants may vary depending on the distances they are required to travel but in broad terms they are in line with those fees charged by the church and the British Humanist Association.  Your client may choose to pay the celebrant themselves or you may include their fee in your account as a disbursement, whichever suits you best. 

For further information, or to find the details of the celebrants serving your particular area, visit www.iocf.org.uk
Your clients will thank you for it.
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