How a Civil Funeral fits comfortably between a religious and a secular ceremony incorporating parts of both if required.
Service taken by a member of clergy from a particular faith.  Such services normally follow the accepted liturgy of the faith in question.
Ceremony prepared and presented by a professional Civil Funeral Celebrant. These ceremonies reflect the exact needs of the bereaved family and can include hymns and prayers if required.

Funeral taken by an officiant of the British Humanist Association. Such funerals are entirely secular and will not include hymns or prayers.
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CIVIL FUNERAL CEREMONIES conducted by members of the Institute of

Civil Funerals
A Funeral Directors questions answered.
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What is a Civil Funeral Ceremony?
A Civil Funeral Ceremony is one which reflects the values and beliefs of the person who has died whilst at the same time acknowledging the needs of the bereaved family
Who conducts the ceremony?
The person conducting the ceremony will be a member of the Institute of Civil Funerals.  They will have received extensive training and will have passed rigorous examinations in the writing and presentation of funeral tributes, thus providing a guarantee of the highest quality of service to your client.  Their work is also constantly monitored and assessed by the Institute to ensure these high standards are maintained.
I already use a Humanist Celebrant. What’s the difference?
Humanist funeral services stem from a position of atheism and therefore any reference to religion in such ceremonies may not sit comfortably with a Humanist officiant.  Civil funerals are not constrained by any religious or non-religious dogma or liturgy and therefore allow your client to construct a funeral ceremony to suit their individual needs.  Civil funeral ceremonies may contain religious content if required, or not, as the case may be.  Your client will have the freedom to choose.
How much do such ceremonies cost?
Each Civil Funeral Celebrant will have their own individual fee which will vary depending on how much travel is involved.  However, in general terms the fee will be more or less in line with those charged by the church or the British Humanist Association.
My client wishes to write and/or deliver their own eulogy but would prefer someone else to lead the ceremony. Can their wishes be accommodated?
Of course.  Your client and other members of the deceased’s family can be involved as much or as little as they wish in the funeral ceremony.  They simply need to discuss their level of involvement at the meeting the celebrant will have with them before the funeral.
Can my client choose their own music?
Again the answer is, of course, yes.  Music often plays a significant part in Civil Funeral ceremonies and can add meaning and provide comfort that sometimes words alone cannot.  The celebrant would be pleased to make suggestions regarding appropriate music if help is required.
How do I contact a Civil Funeral Celebrant if I need one?
It could not be more simple.  Just log on to the Institute’s website at www.iocf.org.uk and select ‘For Funeral Professionals’ from the main menu.  Then click on ‘Find an IOCF Celebrant’ and click on the area of the map serving your region. A list of the celebrants operating in your area will then be displayed.  Alternatively telephone 01480 861411.
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